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Text Mining-Based Analysis of Seasonal Liquors (Sesiju)
in the Late Joseon Dynasty Sesigi Texts
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ABSTRACT

This study explored the characteristics and cultural significance of seasonal liquors (Sesiju) recorded in prose-type Sesigi
texts of the late Joseon dynasty using text mining techniques. Five representative Sesigi texts translated and published by the
National Folk Museum of Korea were analyzed. Records related to seasonal liquors were extracted and examined using
frequency analysis, Term Frequency-Inverse Document Frequency (TF-IDF) analysis, and network analysis. A total of 22
seasonal liquors and related drinking and brewing practices were identified. Gwibalgi-sul showed the highest frequency,
indicating that it was the most frequently recorded seasonal liquor in the analyzed texts. The TF-IDF analysis identified
Gukhwaju as the most distinctive keyword. In the seasonal occasion - liquor network, the third lunar month emerged as the
central node linking the greatest diversity of seasonal liquors. In contrast, the seasonal liquor-cultural function network showed
that Ritual had the highest centrality, highlighting the importance of seasonal liquors in ritual practices. These findings suggest
that seasonal liquors in the late Joseon dynasty were not merely beverages consumed on festive occasions but important
cultural elements reflecting agricultural cycles, seasonal rituals, health beliefs, and community life.

Key words: text mining, Joseon dynasty, Sesigi texts, seasonal liquor
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Table 2. Seasonal liquors (Sesiju) and related descriptions in late Joseon dynasty Sesigi texts

Title Month Day Name of seasonal liquor Original text Free translation
Janvary  Jeongwol Daeboreum Gwibalgi-sul r s . . . -
s HEEKET People drink Gwibalgi-sul (&%) at dawn.
o (ER) HEH, 1.15) G4TE) BEAERE p wibalgi-sul (7454[E) W
esigi ) )
B s my Gumo Abme e Lop s o sl s g, wd
(L) OLH, 99 (31EE) A2 ISR g PRI, e &
chrysanthemums.
Hanyang Sesigi ~ January Jeongwol Daeboreum Gwibalgi-sul +HH BeunlE HEETE Onﬂ]til;ei?fz:;: (lil gii,;bﬂjoflz ldar[;kgfg;d :1?(;1011 ?:ri)},clliZVt;l; ?010;2 ing'
(HEPRIERD) (IEA) (+1H, 1.15) (HEE) SALIATH € s P
prevent hearing loss.
January Jeongwol Choharu . . i, FlS%E. iEANE,  The liquor is called Seju (5%if). It is not warmed, as it symbolizes
" Seju (i) i - ; ;
(EA) (tH, 1.1) R ZE welcoming spring.
People also drink a cup of distilled liquor, saying that it will sharpen
R — X, 4 B, i ing. - TR i
Gyeongdo January  Jeongwol Daeboreum Gwibalgi-sul %%km@r.,_m’ b /E‘AHH“' their hea'rmg In Hae ’:?k s.oesa.({ﬁkfﬂf)‘ wr.ltten by Sup Je.ong
Japii (ER) (L7, 1.15) (AT PR VR it H Gyu, it is stated that “Gwibalgi-sul (j5%E) is drunk on Sainal
o pi . > R BBERE” A FJC (it H).” In later custom, however, this practice was transformed into
(E\%Bﬁ‘%b\ —
a custom of Sangwon (_}70).
B, LJEA+HH,  According to Korean custom, on the fifieenth day of this month, people
o Yudu Yudu-eum St . . .
June (JSH) — T TREZRIK, AN, wash their hair in eastward-flowing water to cleanse away misfortune,
(7iUAHr, 6.15) (ITCIEER)

ek, SRt GRER

and then gather to drink together, calling it Yudu-eum (F5EEK).

Dosoju (JEERE)

Gwibalgi-sul
(FAEIE)

Yangdo-wiju
(FIERERSIE)

R 7FE
“RMVEHRIE=H,
RAEIEDE

FRE—% HHE
WE=E HLMOER

iR ERH.
HEEHET P, BlERERERE,
BB, ARZM,

E2zsTis

It is said in Nongam’s poem: “The calling cards left at the red gates
of noble houses remain there for three days, while the Dosoju
(J&#%EH) in jade-green cups is raised by the young.”

Drinking a cup of liquor at dawn is called Gwibalgi-sul (FE),
and cracking three nuts is called the nut-cracking custom (gJE4).

Among the common people, this day was regarded as the most
important of all; even in the poorest rural households, it was
customary to brew rice wine (Yangdo-wiju, EEFEIF), slaughter a
chicken to prepare dishes, and set the table abundantly with side
dishes and fruits.

January Jeongwol Choharu
(EH) (tH, 1.1)
January  Jeongwol Daeboreum
Yeolyang Sesigi (IEA) (E7T, 1.15)
(PIFReRERD)
August ”
OAR) Jungchu (F7k, 8.15)
Dongguk Sesigi  January Jeongwol Choharu
CRBI#D) (IEA) (CH, 1.1)

Chobaekju (HUH1HE),
Dosoju (J&RiH)

LI R, HpER.
EERE. HREER4
“IE H RNEHE, eiiEiE.”
TR FRERERC “TTH
HEERRE. BT
IHEENRRIER B2 0h

Serving seasonal foods is called Sechan (%), and the liquor is
called Seju (5%if). According to Cui Shi’s Samin Wollyeong
(MU A4, “On New Year’s Day, a pure and reverent ancestral rite
is performed, a pure ancestral rite is performed, and Chobaekju
(HUFAiE) is drunk™ Also, according to Zong Lin’s Hyeongcho Sesigi
GRIAERFE0), “On New Year’s Day, Dosoju (JE##F) and Gyoadang
(12%85) are offered.” These are the origins of Seju (5%if) and
Sechan (5%ER).

(9202) #OT~ I61 “($)9€

sol



Table 2. Continued

Title Month

Day

Name of seasonal liquor

Original text

Free translation

January

(ER)

March
=R

Dongguk Sesigi
CRIBIFRRFEC)

June (75H)

August
U\H)

August
UV

Jeongwol Daeboreum

(g, 1.15)

Within the month
(AR)

Within the month
(AR)

Jungchu (FK%, 8.15)

Within the month
(AR)

Gwibalgi-sul
(WEHE, BEE)

Gwahaju GEEIE),
Sogukju (/1)
Dugyeonju (F-5iF),
Dohwaju (HEAEE),
Songsunju (FAEH)
Samhaeju (=ZiH),
Gamhongno (H#1#%),
Byeokhyangju (357i),
Iganggo (BLH),
Jukryeokgo (7%,
Gyedangju (FEiH),
Nosanchun (%|117)

Hasag-eum (7 HEK)

Clear rice wine (Fj#)

Sindoju (HFAIE)

BRHIE— 2L,

IR, FL51,
HEIEERTE, B2

FRZIRENE. S

{BERTAESE it H AR ENE.”

SRR LT T2

E&/ 8. FHES. BRIE

f’i"ﬁ EREEZ L.

JEHERIFLEZER 2 [,

=X, EETE,
R 4k

Bl HALEE. EEE,
BEEE,

WIS, HEEE,

T LA, B,
IVE EE

RIKTIES

=iHREEE AKX,

MBS ETI,
LUz ik

LI EE
HIREE, [UPER

TNH, IR,
LI, SaEams.
R RGP

2 NEHE,

» PR,
FELISEZ

According to the custom of Uiju in Pyeongan Province, young boys
and girls bite taffy early in the morning, and this is called Chigyo
(E7#%). 1t is also said that drinking a cup of clear rice wine (ii5if)
without warming it makes one’s hearing sharp; this liquor is called
Gwibalgi-sul (JfiHE). According to Sup Jeong Gyw’s Hailu Suishi
({FEEEES), “On the Sail (jitH), one drinks Gwibalgi-sul ((5E4E), a
wine believed to cure ear ailments.” In current custom, however, this
is practiced on the fifteenth day of the first lunar month.

At taverns, Gwahaju (GBE;f) is brewed and sold. The names of
these liquors include Sogukju (/]N#iE), Dugyeonju (F-55iH),
Dohwaju (HkitiE), and Songsunju (#4%5i#), all of which are fine
spring-brewed wines. As for distilled liquor, there is Samhaeju
(= %) produced at the Dokmak of Gongdeok (f|f%), where
thousands upon hundreds of jars are brewed, making it the most
renowned. Also esteemed are Gamhongno (H#[#%) and
Byeokhyangju (357i8) of Pyeongan province, Iganggo (51E7E) of
Hwanghae province, Jukryeokgo (17i#7%) and Gyedangju (i) of
Jeolla province, and Nosanchun (#1117) of Chungcheong province.
These are all excellent liquors and are sometimes sent as gifts.

At the lotus ponds of Cheonyeonjeong (F3%5), Tangchundae
(5FE=) in Samcheong-dong (=), and the streams and rocks of
Jeongneung (1[%), many people gather to drink and compose
poetry; this was an imitation of Hasag-eum (i ffiEk).

This is because the newly ripened grain is already ready, and the

autumn harvest is not far off. They slaughter yellow chickens and

prepare clear rice wine (i), and neighbors from all around eat
their fill, become pleasantly intoxicated, and enjoy themselves.

According to rural custom in Chungcheong province, on the
sixteenth day of the eighth lunar month people enjoy Ssireum, while
setting out liquor and food for festivity. This is done because the
farming season has ended and the farmers take the occasion to rest.

BN EEFOENTEE,  The same custom is observed every year. At taverns, liquor is
B E TSR K brewed from newly ripened rice (¥ffif), and at rice-cake shops,

BRE

Songpyeon is made from early rice, while Jeungbyeong (steamed
rice cake) is prepared with radish and pumpkin.
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Table 3. Frequency distribution of seasonal liquors (Sesiju)
by seasonal occasion in late Joseon dynasty Sesigi texts

%d'
N
=)
>
<t

ol
lo
Y
>
N
Jm
oX,
M
1

Seasonal occasion

Seasonal liquor

Frequency (n)

Jeongwol Daeboreum

Gwibalgi-sul

Jeongwol Choharu

Seju
Dosoju

Chobaekju

Third lunar month

Gamhongno

Gyedangju
Gwahaju
Nosanchun
Dohwaju
Dugyeonju

Byeokhyangju

Samhaeju
Sogukju
Songsunju
Iganggo
Jukryeokgo

Yudu

Yudu-eum

Sixth lunar month

Hasag-eum

Jungchu

Baekju

Yangdo-wiju

Jungyang

Gukhwaju

Eighth lunar month

Sindoju

Sato|st e o]z}

Ade) AA g gEAL

=3l oo o]— _/r: 9\)\;]_

l‘

CE DI ==t

Aol MR o2 T Aol
570 F8 molA RIugiT) ol niel X
HolF, #57 5 Tt ooz /)%

o2 obel AL U$H e S

EgAoR Uz

U A S oulslr| 2 7)Ytk 7%

£ 28 3, A%t

1+

H

Hol| AHFAY Hl9A] &l
tolx| 71 & gl 17 7199 <7t

2e1900, o))

vEx o7 e
ok TEkFAIA 7] 59k TE%H]*VMWC FLHEE oFz

= A AYES e AV A7 Bt
gk -2 Fgtolso] 4 g 1111“*
o] A%g 71dshs 7e
A4S AJAFEIEKKim DE 2014). w}a}
A 7Y 0154 T3k FAEE 54 dEy 29
Ao Foletes A7t Al

197

S
&o] 71&50] 71 ¥ TS Bk F%%Hl/\lﬂﬂl
Me Hetrs g jsiion A FAF, sl
FEFIVEE)E BT B U 2 2 stk A
(=Xt 3Y oA B o] AilE = olgd &
2, 7.%32:13} WS EEE)E oy, o FuGiEE)E &
A=, SR AGTHRRE S dets, AR
7)< %%Egl S5 2 VST B3 ol &2
AERZ BU7|= sths Ulgo] gt 4 dulell
ot so] el A 5 Hdd 1259 5 Bl
vhths ouE| By, TeaAlAl7]e] e Ly g
B dxFet GAlY A g3t @7 A" A%E Kol
oF gt} uhehA 4 Eule] B2 AAF g e A
A A o Hth= A M Fx A7), XY 3o
AL o] Ao} o T 2 7] R At 2 /§F
F3lo] i3 Tye S w3 Ao

=5 cl, 2 g ol
A7) Bgo] Aldlsh WA ohe} The] Aakat 2w,

AE AN DAY mE T2 YD} 7] Sol
)«/\1:1 E ioq*"“:]'

SHEHCE 5854 Skl Uehger], olee 54T
As} AzgoR FHHE 9 FHolebluct 55 P9
St 29l A AF ke +%@—°E— Hgh e T A
o 848 715ele Aot ATk AERA NN fFS
& §A0 $Xow sat B 0jgE o} 248 AL

A 5 AlgtEel A £
A 9] Astet dute], FEAH SF7F A AATEHS
2 JERGTKShin SH 2015). ¥ TEAIA7],9] s2he-
Ao A%, A G 5
FL gad AFEE] Bol &8 I A Ale 5o
71550 A5d A} #R15S] TFH R nHE BT
ojAH FFET e Eo FREG AV1A &5 P9
o 1 514 en|zt dxd AR, 24 $7] AAFTE &
T A9 AAA EZehs eSS B :
THedle =ekE, FRAT UE ARFTE Uebgen,
T3 AL A FEAL] 54
AR TEFA M E $F8 T2 BER A 7}
Wt el e 2R £ da gy #dS nkdsiitta 7]
Fote], F=AF7E 5T & BAo ozt gL
=2 Ble =AU v E@TE} TE%HIAM 9l



198 AAF - A71E HobAlo} BAETREETE
F71 gk 7188 FEAY Ure dHodSE HAE Table 4. TF-IDF values of seasonal liquor (Sesiju) keywords
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Fig. 1. Network relationships between seasonal occasions
and seasonal liquors (Sesiju) in late Joseon dynasty Sesigi
texts. O: Seasonal occasion, []: Seasonal liquor. Edge
thickness represents the frequency of each relationship;
node positions are arranged for visualization.
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Table 5. Centrality measures of nodes in the seasonal occasion-seasonal liquor (Sesiju) network

Node Node type Degree centrality Closeness centrality Betweenness centrality

Third lunar month Seasonal occasion 0.414 1.000 0.163

Jeongwol Choharu Seasonal occasion 0.103 1.000 0.007

Jungchu Seasonal occasion 0.069 1.000 0.002

Yudu Seasonal occasion 0.034 1.000 0.000

Sixth lunar month Seasonal occasion 0.034 1.000 0.000

Jeongwol Daeboreum Seasonal occasion 0.034 1.000 0.000

Jungyang Seasonal occasion 0.034 1.000 0.000

Eighth lunar month Seasonal occasion 0.034 1.000 0.000

Gamhongno Seasonal liquor 0.034 0.522 0.000

Gyedangju Seasonal liquor 0.034 0.522 0.000

Gwahaju Seasonal liquor 0.034 0.522 0.000

Nosanchun Seasonal liquor 0.034 0.522 0.000

Dohwaju Seasonal liquor 0.034 0.522 0.000

Dugyeonju Seasonal liquor 0.034 0.522 0.000

Byeokhyangju Seasonal liquor 0.034 0.522 0.000

Samhaeju Seasonal liquor 0.034 0.522 0.000

Sogukju Seasonal liquor 0.034 0.522 0.000

Songsunju Seasonal liquor 0.034 0.522 0.000

Iganggo Seasonal liquor 0.034 0.522 0.000

Jukryeokgo Seasonal liquor 0.034 0.522 0.000

Yudu-eum Seasonal liquor 0.034 1.000 0.000

Hasag-eum Seasonal liquor 0.034 1.000 0.000

Gwibalgi-sul Seasonal liquor 0.034 1.000 0.000

Dosoju Seasonal liquor 0.034 0.600 0.000

Seju Seasonal liquor 0.034 0.600 0.000

Chobacekju Seasonal liquor 0.034 0.600 0.000

Gukhwaju Seasonal liquor 0.034 1.000 0.000

Baekju Seasonal liquor 0.034 0.667 0.000

Yangdo-wiju Seasonal liquor 0.034 0.667 0.000

Sindoju Seasonal liquor 0.034 1.000 0.000
£ st 7159 Aoz i ¢ itk Park EJ2014)=  54& eS| si4d 2 07} Atk & BAHoA mE A
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Fig. 2. Network relationships between seasonal liquors
(Sesiju) and explicitly identified cultural functions in late
Joseon dynasty Sesigi texts. A: Cultural function, [ Seasonal
liquor. Edge thickness represents the frequency of each
relationship; node positions are arranged for visualization.

Table 6. Centrality measures of nodes in the seasonal liquor (Sesiju)-cultural function network

Node Node type Degree centrality Closeness centrality Betweenness centrality
Ritual Cultural function 0.235 0.833 0.066
Custom Cultural function 0.118 0.750 0.015
Seju Seasonal liquor 0.118 0.625 0.029
Yudu-eum Seasonal liquor 0.118 0.750 0.015
Gwibalgi-sul Seasonal liquor 0.118 1.000 0.007
Sindoju Seasonal liquor 0.118 1.000 0.007
Dosoju Seasonal liquor 0.059 0.500 0.000
Chobaekju Seasonal liquor 0.059 0.500 0.000
Hasag-eum Seasonal liquor 0.059 1.000 0.000
Gukhwaju Seasonal liquor 0.059 0.500 0.000
Yangdo-wiju Seasonal liquor 0.059 0.500 0.000
Time Cultural function 0.059 0.667 0.000
Literary gathering Cultural function 0.059 1.000 0.000
Blessing Cultural function 0.059 0.667 0.000
Symbolism Cultural function 0.059 0.417 0.000
Seasonality Cultural function 0.059 0.667 0.000
Folk play Cultural function 0.059 0.667 0.000
Apotropaic belief Cultural function 0.059 0.500 0.000
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